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 I believe that the passion and enthusiasm I have for economics is communicable, and my 

efforts in the classroom are motivated by this belief. My primary goal in teaching is to convince 

students that the course material is relevant to their daily lives and important for their academic 

and professional development. I find that an outward display of my enthusiasm for the particular 

subject matter at hand and teaching in general has positive effects on learning and students’ 

appreciation of the course material. I accomplish my main teaching goal by training students to 

think critically about relationships between the material covered in class and their own real-

world observations, and by encouraging argumentation to develop the oral and written 

communication skills that are valued in the labor market. A secondary teaching goal of mine is to 

ensure that all of my students benefit from the classroom experience. In this regard, I am very 

mindful of the composition of students, and I adopt teaching strategies that appeal to specific 

groups of students and to students in general. 

 To ensure that students appreciate and understand the course material, I make a special 

effort to elicit real-world experiences that draw connections between the lives of students and the 

conceptually challenging concepts of economics. For example, I have introduced the Battle of 

the Sexes game to my students of first-year microeconomics by posing a decision problem to 

which they can easily relate. I asked students to imagine having agreed to meet their date at a 

theater playing only two movies, either a horror film or a romantic comedy, but they cannot 

recall the movie they agreed to watch and cannot communicate with each other before 

purchasing a movie ticket. My students were not surprised at the two pure strategy equilibria in 

which they choose the same movie, because it seems natural that they would prefer to watch the 

same movie together, even if the movie is not their preferred choice. I found that providing 

examples that touched the lives of students in some meaningful way helped me to achieve my 

goal of building their economic intuition in a way that will remain with my students for years to 

come.  

 Effective oral and written communication skills are crucial for a successful career. In a 

writing intensive course on the current economy, I emphasized the importance of these skills by 

developing communication skills through presentation-based and writing-based assignments, 

which aimed to invoke critical and thoughtful discussions of economic issues that were facing 

the U.S. economy. I had the most success by closely following current events and leading 



 
 

discussions of important issues that specifically appeal to the interests of my students. At the 

beginning of the quarter, I had my students formulate a list of economic issues they care about 

and reasons why they chose those issues. With the interests of students in mind, I chose 

discussion topics that spanned a wide range of issues in health economics, demographic 

economics, labor economics, education economics, and macroeconomics. I believe that this 

breadth in exposure to economic issues helps build my students’ confidence in intelligently 

discussing a wide range of issues that are relevant for government policies and business affairs. I 

believe that students should also have the confidence to communicate in a multitude of settings, 

so I incorporated interactive Q&A sessions in both lectures and presentations. For example, since 

the ability to work with others is important in many business settings, I required that they form 

groups for their presentations to encourage teamwork and cooperative communication. I found 

that exposing students to economic issues they care about and building their confidence in 

discussing these issues in various ways helped to achieve my objective of having students 

appreciate the course material along with a realization that the coursework is important for their 

academic and professional development.   

 I believe that exposure to a diverse and wide array of student populations enhances 

teaching effectiveness. I have had the good fortune of teaching Advanced Algebra and 

Trigonometry to a group of outstanding college-bound minority students at The Ohio State 

University’s Samuel DuBois Cook Summer Academy. This teaching experience helped me 

appreciate multi-dimensional teaching strategies that incorporate the unique experiences and 

backgrounds of students. I noticed that students were more engaged when I made an effort to 

provide illustrative examples that are motivated by the composition of students in class. For 

example, I illustrated the idea of tradeoffs in economic decision-making to an audience of first-

year students by explaining how trading time away from studying for exams towards time 

playing intramural sports may negatively impact their grades. However, if there are older 

continuing education students in the class, then I provide alternative examples such as the time 

allocation problem many parents face between allocating time to investing in their children at 

home versus working in the labor market, and how this could affect child development. In my 

experience, proactive teaching strategies aimed at specific groups of students pays dividends in 

augmenting the quality of the classroom experience for all students. 


