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EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 

 

2012-2013: 

 

 

 

2008-2011:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2007-2008: 

 

 

 

 

2006-2007:  

 

 

 

 

Max Weber Post-doctoral Fellow 

European University Institute (EUI), Florence, Italy, 

Mentors: Professors Giorgia Giovannetti and Fernando Vega-Redondo. 

 

PhD in Development Economics – Doctoral Fellowship and Teaching Assistant 

Center for Studies and Research on International Development (CERDI), Clermont-Ferrand, France, 

With highest honors, 

Ph.D. Thesis: “Essays on Decentralization in Developing Countries,” 

Supervisor: Professor Grégoire Rota-Graziosi, 

Committee: Gérard Chambas, Odd Helge Fjeldstad, and François Vaillancourt. 

Passed competitive exam required to be Assistant Professor (“Maître de Conférences”). 

 

Master’s Degree in Development Economics 

CERDI, Auvergne University, Clermont-Ferrand, France, 

Master’s Dissertation: “Political instability, social polarization and national debt,” 

With honors. 

 

Master’s Degree in Social and Economic Sciences 

Pantheon-Sorbonne University, Paris, France, 

With honors. 

Passed competitive exam required to teach at second degree level. 

 

PROFESSIONAL AND TEACHING EXPERIENCES 

June-August 2012 

 

 

 

 

May 2012 

 

 

 

2009-2011 

 

 

 

 

Dec. 2010 –Feb. 2011 

 

 

 

Jan. and Feb. 2010 

 

 

2008-2012  

 

 

Research consultant at the FERDI (Foundation for Studies and Research on International 

Development) (Clermont-Fd, France) 

Research project untitled “Shadow Economy, Corruption and Fiscal Mobilization in Developing Countries”, with J-

F. Brun and G. Chambas. 

 

Visiting Researcher at the International Monetary Fund (IMF) (Washington D.C, USA) 

Research project untitled “Tax coordination, Tax Competition, and Revenue Mobilization in the West African 

Economic and Monetary Union”, with M. Mansour and G. Rota-Graziosi. 

 

Principal research assistant for the NBER project « African Successes » 

Research project untitled "Decentralization and Its Consequences in Africa:  Fiscal Competition and 

Redistributive Politics in Benin”, in collaboration with M. Foucault (Montreal University) and G. Rota-Graziosi 

(Auvergne University and IMF). 

 

International Visiting Researcher, CIRANO (Montreal, Canada) 

Research project untitled “Does decentralization facilitate access to poverty-related services? Evidence from 

Benin”, with G. Rota-Graziosi et M. Foucault (NBER project). 

 

Municipal Development Partnership (Cotonou, Benin) 

In charge of the construction of a database on local public finance in West African Countries (NBER project). 

 

Teaching Assistant in Economics, Auvergne University (Clermont-Ferrand, France) 

Industrial Organization (Lectures, Master’s Degree), Game theory (Lectures and TD, Master’s Degree), 

Accounting (Lectures and TD, Bachelor’s Degree). 



           

RESEARCH AND COMMUNICATION

 

Articles  
 

 “Does the System of Allocation of Intergovernmental Transfers in Senegal eliminate Politically Motivated Targeting?” (2012),  

Journal of African Economies, 21(2): 167-191. 
 

While there is a large body of literature on the determinants of allocation of intergovernmental fiscal transfers in developed 

countries, this kind of study is still very limited for developing countries, especially Sub-Saharan countries. Using an original micro-

level public finance panel data from Senegal, we address three issues: (1) Does the Senegalese allocation system of fiscal transfers 

conform to the guidance of normative theory, in particular, to the equity principle? (2) Does this allocation system eliminate 

politically motivated targeting of transfers? (3) If not, what kind of political factors explain the horizontal allocation of fiscal 

resources? By rigorously estimating panel data for 67 local governments (communes) from 1997 to 2009, our results tend to show 

that equity concerns do not affect the allocation of intergovernmental grants in Senegal, leading to the conclusion that the resources 

distribution system does not comply with the dictates of normative theory. Moreover, we find evidence that political considerations 

influence the horizontal allocation of transfers. In particular, our analysis suggests that the distribution of central resources follows 

pattern of tactical redistribution more than patronage, swing communes being targeted while partisan communes are not. 

 

“Yardstick competition in a federation:  Theory and evidence from China,” (2012), China Economic Review, vol. 23, issue 4, 

pages 878-897. 
 

In this paper, we test empirically for competition among Chinese provinces embedded in a centralized political system. To motivate 

the empirical work, we adapt Besley and Case's model (American Economic Review, 1995) to a model of yardstick competition ‘from 

the top’. In this model, the central government (rather than local voters) creates competition among local officials by rewarding or 

punishing them on the basis of relative performance in providing public services. Our theoretical framework predicts that, in this 

context, the central government spurs strategic interactions among governors with similar environments as voters do in democratic 

countries. Then, for the first time in our knowledge, by estimating a spatial lag dynamic model for a panel data of 29 Chinese 

provinces from1980 to 2004,we provide empirical evidence of the existence of such public spending interactions. We propose a 

rigorous empirical framework which takes into account heterogeneity, endogeneity problems and spatial error dependence. The 

results tend to confirm the existence of strategic interactions among geographically and economically close Chinese provinces, 

operating in a vertical bureaucratic control system. 

 

“Does decentralization facilitate access to poverty-related services? Evidence from Benin”, with G. Rota-Graziosi et M. Foucault 

(2012), NBER Working Paper No. 18118. 
 

We study the effect of decentralization on the access to some poverty-related public services in Benin. Compiling panel data from 

local governments' accounts and from surveys on 18,000 Beninese households performed in 2006 and 2007, our study suggests that 

decentralization has a positive overall effect on access to basic services. However, this effect appears to be non-monotone following 

an inverted U-shaped curve. It varies according to local jurisdictions' wealth and to the nature of basic services. Decentralization in 

Benin contributes positively to the reduction of poverty by improving the average access to poverty-related services. However, the 

devil is in the details, as decentralization seems to increase inequality among local governments in terms of access. Another result 

relying on the success of decentralization in Benin is the prioritization of basic services, which differs among local governments 

according to their wealth. While the poorest jurisdictions neglect primary education, focusing more on access to drinking water, the 

richest ones get less attention to sewage services, since these are already provided at a sufficiently high level. 

 

 

“The Crowding-in Effect of Simple Unconditional Central Grants on Local Own-Source Revenue: The Case of Benin” with G. 

Rota-Graziosi (2014), Journal of African Economies, 23 (3): 361-387. 
 

The design of grants from central government to local government is an important issue in developing countries. In these countries 

the decentralization process involves a vertical gap, i.e. an imbalance between the cost of local public competences and local 

governments’ revenue-raising powers. Our analysis considers the crowding-in (or crowding-out) effect of simple unconditional 

central grants on local own-source revenue. We demonstrate a theoretical ambiguity concerning the nature of this effect by taking 

into account the collection costs of local governments’ own revenue. Our empirical analysis focuses on Benin. We study the impact of 

a very simple grant that is collected at the border by Customs and is allocated to local governments through a fixed rule (based on 

population). Our empirical analysis covers panel data for the seventy-seven Benin communes (local governments) from 2003 to 

2008, and addresses the potential endogeneity issues of transfer from the center. We conclude unambiguously that there is a positive 

impact of this grant on local own-source revenue. This effect is contingent on a minimum level of wealth of the commune and is 

stronger for local governments that do not share the same political affiliation as the president in office. Our result emphasizes a 

neglected property of those unconditional transfers whose allocation rule is solely population based: their complementarity with 

local own-source revenue. Such transfers are not only simpler than other formula-based equalization transfers, but they may also 

have an incentive effect on local own-source revenue. 

  



“Decentralization in Africa and the nature of local governments’ competition: Evidence from Benin,” with G. Rota-Graziosi and 

M. Foucault (2012), NBER Working Paper WS 18126, published online in International Tax and Public Finance, December 

2014.  
 

Decentralization has been put forward as a powerful tool to reduce poverty and improve governance in Africa. This paper will study 

the existence, and identify the nature of spillovers resulting from local expenditure policies. These spillovers impact the efficiency of 

decentralization. We develop a two-jurisdiction model of public expenditure, which differs from existing literature by capturing the 

extreme poverty of some local governments in developing countries through a generalized notion of Nash equilibrium, namely, 

constrained Nash equilibrium. We show how and under what conditions spillovers among jurisdictions induce strategic behaviors 

from local officials. By estimating a spatial lag model for a panel data analysis of the 77 communes in Benin from 2002 to 2008, our 

empirical analysis establishes the existence of the strategic complementarity of public spending in various jurisdictions. Thus, any 

increase in the local public provision in one jurisdiction should induce a similar variation among the neighboring jurisdictions. This 

result raises the issue of coordination among local governments, and more broadly, it questions the efficiency of decentralization in 

developing countries in line with Oates’ theorem. 

 

« La décentralisation  dans les pays en développement : une revue de la littérature » (“Decentralization in Developing 

Countries: A literature Review“), with G. Rota-Graziosi (2014), Revue d'économie du développement, 2014/4 Vol. 22, p. 5-37. 

DOI : 10.3917/edd.284.0005. 
 

This article offers a literature review on decentralization in developing countries. Considering the three economic functions of the 

State pointed out by Musgrave (stabilization, distribution and allocation) and two general principles - the proximity and the 

competition principles- we establish a reading grid of the literature studied. A review of empirical studies is also established. The 

conclusion underlines certain issues relating to empirical studies that call for further investigations.  

  
 

Working Papers and works in progress 
 

“Shadow Economy, Corruption and Fiscal Mobilization in Developing Countries”, avec J-F. Brun et G. Chambas (2014), in progress. 
 

“Tax coordination, Tax Competition, and Revenue Mobilization in the West African Economic and Monetary Union”, avec M. Mansour et 

G. Rota-Graziosi (2013), in progress. 
 

“Political power and FDI attractiveness in developing countries”, avec A. Cazals et G. Giovannetti (2014), in progress. 

 

 

Conference Presentations 
 

“The NBER Africa Project: Policy-Oriented Research Conference 3”, Zanzibar, Tanzania, August 2011.  
 

“16th Annual Conference on Econometric Modeling for Africa”, Nairobi, Kenya, July 2011. 
 

“The 2010 Annual Meeting of the Public Choice Society,” Monterey, United States, March 2010. 
 

“16th ASRDLF (French Regional Science Association) Congress,” Clermont-Ferrand, France, July 2010. 
 

“65th Congress of the International Institute of Public Finance,” Cape Town, South Africa, August 2009.  

 

 

Seminar and Workshop Presentations 
 

Invited Seminar, IEB (Institut d'Economia de Barcelona), Barcelona, March 2013. 
 

Micro Research Workshop, EUI, Florence, Italy, January 2013. 
 

Public Policy Seminar, CIRANO, Montreal, Canada, January 2011. 
 

Doctoral Meeting, University of Paris 1, Paris, France, November 2009. 
 

“8th Spatial Econometrics and Statistics Workshop,” Besançon, France, June 2009. 
 

Internal Seminar, CERDI, University of Auvergne, Clermont-Ferrand, France, February 2009. 

 

 

Training executive seminar       
 

   Issues in Development policies: Development finance and the governance of aid, Robert Schuman Center for Advanced Studies, EUI 

(Firenze, Italy). 

 

 

Press 
 

Spécial Salaire des Cadres, « Réforme des droits de succession », « Défiscalisation des heures supplémentaires », « Travail étudiant », 

« Déduction des intérêts d’emprunts immobiliers », « Bouclier fiscal et ISF », L’Expansion, September 2007, n°722.  
 

Le Grand Prix de l’Expansion, «  Grand Prix du développement durable », L’Expansion, October 2007, n°723.  
 

Perso Argent, « Assurance vie : La preuve par quatre », L’Expansion, November 2007, n°724. 



 

Spécial Orléans, « Les hommes clefs de la Cosmétique Valley », L’Expansion, December 2007, n°725. 
 

« Les 35 heures n’ont pas créé d’emploi », « Les entreprises délocalisent pour les bas salaires »…, 101 idées reçues sur l’économie, 

Groupe Express Edition, 2007.  

 

 

AWARDS AND OTHER ACTIVITIES  

 

Awards 
 

Participation to the last step of the "Best Young Researcher Award”, at Clermont-Ferrand, March 14th, 2013. 
 

Max Weber Fellowship, European University Institute, 2012-2013. 
 

International Mobility Grant, Auvergne Regional Council, May 2012. 
 

Best 2009 IIPF (International Institute of Public Finance) Young Economist Award for the communication “Public Spending 

Interactions among Beninese Municipalities” in collaboration with G. Rota-Graziosi and M. Foucault (Cape Town, South Africa, August 

2009). 
 

Ph.D. Fellowship, French Ministry for Higher Education and Research, 2008-2011. 
 

Graduate Student Fellowship, French Ministry of National Education, 2005-2007. 

 

Reviewer 
 

Reviewer for the Public Choice (2010-2012), International Tax and Public Finance (2012), China Economic Review (2012-2014), 

Journal of African Economies (2013-2014), World Development (2014) and the Journal of Development Economics (2014).  

 

 

TECHNICAL SKILLS 

 

Software: Stata (excellent), E-Views (good), R (intermediate), Mat Lab (intermediate). 

 

Principal econometrics knowledge:  

• Transversal and panel data empirical analysis, 

• Impact analysis, 

• Survey data exploitation (Demographic and Health Survey, EMICoV), 

• Currently working on a survey data design: sampling methodology, writing questionnaire, identification strategy. 
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