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ISABELLE ENGELI -- CURRICULUM VITAE 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Isabelle Engeli isabelle.engeli@eui.eu 

Department of Political Science http://www.mwpweb.eu/IsabelleEngeli/  

University of Geneva  

40 boulevard du Pont d'Arve  

CH-1211 Geneva 4  

CURRENT ACADEMIC POSITION  

Lecturer in Political Science, University of Geneva  

EDUCATION  

Ph.D. in Political Science, University of Geneva and University of Grenoble II 

Mark: Mention très honorable avec les félicitations (summa cum laude) 

Nominated for the 2008 ECPR Jean Blondel Ph.D. Prize by the Institut d’Etudes 
Politiques of Grenoble 

Dissertation: Controversies, Decisions and Reproductive Policies: A Comparative 
Analysis of Abortion and Assisted Reproductive Technology Public Policies in France 
and Switzerland 

Committee: Prof. Thanh-Huyen Ballmer-Cao (University of Geneva), Prof. Amy G. 
Mazur (Washington State University), Prof. Pierre Muller (Centre d’Etudes 
Européennes de Sciences Po, Paris,), Prof. Yves Schemeil (Institut d’Etudes Politiques, 
Grenoble), Prof. Yves Surel (University Paris II), Prof. Frédéric Varone (University of 
Geneva)  

2007 

M.A. in Political Science, University of Geneva and University of Lausanne  2002 

B.A. in Political Science, University of Geneva 2000  

PUBLICATIONS 

BOOKS 
Engeli, Isabelle (2010). Les Politiques de la Reproduction. Paris: L’Harmattan, collection Logiques Politiques. 

Engeli, Isabelle, Ballmer-Cao, Thanh-Huyen and Pierre Muller, eds. (2008). Les politiques du genre. Paris : 
L’Harmattan, collection Logiques Politiques. 

PEER-REVIEWED ARTICLES 

Engeli, Isabelle (forthcoming). "Policy Struggle on Reproduction: Doctors, Women, and Christians", Political 
Research Quarterly. 

Engeli, Isabelle (2009). “La problématisation de la procréation médicalement assistée en France et en Suisse”, 
Revue Française de Science Politique  59(2): 203-219. 

Engeli, Isabelle (2009). “The Challenges of Abortion and Assisted Reproductive Technologies Policies in 
Europe”, Comparative European Politics 7(1): 56-74. 

Bütikofer, Sarah, Isabelle Engeli and Thanh-Huyen Ballmer-Cao (2008) “L’impact du mode de scrutin sur 
l’élection des femmes à l’Assemblée fédérale”, Swiss Review of Political Science, 14(4): 631-661. 

Engeli, Isabelle, Ballmer-Cao, Thanh-Huyen and Marco Giugni (2006). “Gender Gap and Turnout”, Swiss 
Review of Political Science 12(4) :217-242. 

BOOK CHAPTERS 
Bütikofer, Sarah and Isabelle Engeli (2010) “The Transformation of the Gender Gap in Political Attitudes in 
Switzerland“ in Simon Hug and Hanspeter Kriesi (eds). Word Value Change in Switzerland. Lexington Books. 



 2 

Engeli, Isabelle and Luc Tonka (2010). “L’évolution des campagnes électorales en Suisse : une modernisation en 
demi-teinte”. in Sarah Nicolet and Pascal Sciarini (eds). Le destin électoral de la gauche. Analyse du vote PS et 
Verts en Suisse. Genève: Georg. 

Engeli, Isabelle (2008). “L’Etat face aux nouveaux défis du genre”, in I. Engeli, T.-H. Ballmer-Cao and P. 
Muller. Les politiques du genre. Paris: L’Harmattan, collection Logiques Politiques. 

Engeli, Isabelle (2006). “Enjeux de la problématisation de l’avortement”, in Lorena Parini, Thanh-Huyen 
Ballmer-Cao et Sylvie Durrer (eds). Régulation sociale et genre. Paris : L’Harmattan. 

Engeli, Isabelle (2004). “France: Protecting Human Dignity while Encouraging Scientific Progress”, in Ivar 
Bleiklie, Malcom Goggin and Christine Rothmayr (eds). Comparative Biomedical Policy: Governing assisted 
reproductive technologies. Routledge: London. 

BOOK REVIEW 

Engeli, Isabelle (2010). Politics, Gender, and Concepts. Theory and Methodology. Edited by Gary Goertz and 
Amy G. Mazur, Revue Française de Science Politique, 60(3): 617-18. 

SHORT MONOGRAPHS IN ELECTORAL STUDIES 

Engeli, Isabelle, Nai, Alessandro and Anouk Lloren (2008). Analyse des votations fédérales du 1er juin 2008. 
GFS. Bern : Berne. 

Engeli, Isabelle and Sarah Nicolet (2006). Analyse des votations fédérales du 26 mai 2006 [Analysis of the 
Swiss federal vote of 26 Mai 2006]. GFS. Bern : Berne. 

Engeli, Isabelle and Anke Tresch (2005). Analyse des votations fédérales du 5 juin 2005 [Analysis of the Swiss 
federal vote of 5 June 2005]. GFS. Bern : Berne. 

Engeli, Isabelle (2004). Analyse des votations fédérales du 16 mai 2004 [Analysis of the Swiss federal vote of 16 
Mai 2004]. GFS. Bern : Berne. 

Engeli, Isabelle, Nicolet, Sarah and Anke Tresch (2003). Analyse des votations fédérales du 7 février 2003 
[Analysis of the Swiss federal vote of 7 February 2003]. GFS. Bern : Berne. 

Engeli, Isabelle, Fischer, André-Bruno and Anke Tresch (2002). Analyse des votations fédérales du 2 juin 2002 
[Analysis of the Swiss federal vote of 2 June 2002]. GFS. Bern : Berne. 

WORK IN PROGRESS 

BOOK MANUSCRIPT 

“The Two Worlds of Morality Politics”, expected completion: 2011, with Christoffer Green-Pedersen and Lars 
Thorup (eds.). 

ARTICLE MANUSCRIPTS 
“Governing in Stormy Times: The Politics of Successful Reform in Controversial Policy Field”, under revision, 
with Silja Haeusermann. 

“Governing Biotechnology, Why do Governments Bother?”, under revision, with Frédéric Varone. 

“Women’s Political Representation and Electoral Systems: The Swiss Part of the Puzzle”, under revision, with 
Sarah Bütikofer. 

CONFERENCE PAPERS 

“Gendering Policy Agendas: a Comparative Perspective”, prepared for delivery at the 2010 APSA Annual 
Meeting, Washington D.C., September 2010 (with Claire Annesley, Francesca Gains, Sandra Resodihardjo). 

"Breaking the Rules, Setting the Agenda, but Missing the Target: the Rise of the Swiss People's Party, prepared 
for delivery at the 2010 Annual Conference on Comparative Policy Agendas, Seattle, June 2010 (With Frédéric 
Varone, Pascal Sciarini and Roy Gava). 

DATASETS 

Political Parties and Election Campaigns 
Isabelle Engeli and Sarah Nicolet (2010). Dynamics of change in the Swiss Party 
Manifestos  – 1979-2007. European University Institute and University of Geneva 
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Isabelle Engeli and Sarah Nicolet (2008). 2007 Swiss Elections Campaign – Political 
Parties Advertising in the Media. University of Geneva. 

Policy Agendas 
Frederic Varone, Roy Gava and Isabelle Engeli (2010). Policy Agendas in Switzerland. 
University of Geneva 

MAIN RESEARCH INTERESTS 

Comparative Politics and Public Policy, Comparative and Research Methods in Political Science, 
Gender and Politics, Political Representation 

 

RESEARCH PROJECTS 

Ongoing Projects 

COMPARATIVE POLICY AGENDAS (European Science Foundation) 
Project member, International Research Project directed by Stefan Walgrave, 
University of Antwerp 
The projects aims at developing systematic quantitative indicators of issue attention 
and politicization across Western Europe (www.comparativeagendas.org) 

2008-to date 

DYNAMICS OF MORALITY POLITICS IN WESTERN EUROPE (European Science Foundation) 
Co-leader, International Research Project, with Christoffer Green-Pedersen and Lars Thorup 
Larsen, University of Aarhus 
The projects examines the impact of Christian Democrats and religious actors in the 
politicization and policy making of value-loaded issues in Western Europe: abortion, 
reproductive technologies, stem cells research, euthanasia and same-sex marriage 

2008-to date 

COMPARATIVE POLICY STUDIES: CONCEPTUAL AND METHODOLOGICAL CHALLENGES 

Co-leader, Book project, with Christine Rothmayr, University of Montreal (eds) 

Book on key issues in comparative policy analysis (quantitative, qualitative, mixed-methods) 

2009-to date 

GENDER DYNAMICS IN COMPARATIVE ELECTORAL BEHAVIOR 
The project investigates the gender dynamics in election and political participation 

2008-to date 

Completed Projects 

CONTROVERSIES, DECISIONS AND REPRODUCTIVE POLICIES 
Ph.D. project, University of Grenoble II and University of Geneva 

2004-2007 

EU PROFILER 
Project member, International research project, directed by A. Trechsel, EUI, Florence 
Winner of 2009 E-Democracy Award 

2008-2009 

VALUE CHANGE IN SWITZERLAND 
Contributor (chapter), Book project directed by H. Kriesi, University of Zürich, and S. 
Hug, University of Geneva 

2008-2009 

GOVERNING ART: A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS (SNF Funded) 
Project member, International research project, directed by C. Rothmayr, University of 
Montreal 

2002-2004 

GENDER EQUALITY IN SWITZERLAND (SNF Funded) 
Research assistance, research project, directed by T. Ballmer-Cao, University of 
Geneva 

2002 

AWARDS AND GRANTS  

Research Fellowship, Swiss Science National Foundation 2009-2010 

Max Weber Fellowship 
European University Institute, Florence 

2008-2009 
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Nomination for the Jean Blondel Prize, ECPR 2008 
by the Institut d’Etudes Politiques de Grenoble 

2008 

Women Researcher Grant, University of Geneva 2006 

Travel grants from the Swiss Academy for Humanities and Social Sciences for 
participation in several conferences 

2007, 2008 

Doctoral Grant 
from the Doctoral School in Gender Studies, Switzerland 

2005  

Several Grants from the Swiss National Science Foundation for participation at the Essex 
Summer School in Social Science Data Analysis and Collection, University of Essex, UK 

2002-2006 

Award for best BA in Comparative Politics 
Department of Political Science, University of Geneva, Switzerland 

2001 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

Doctoral Teaching 

Doctoral Seminar on Comparative Research Design, European University Institute 
Co-taught with Peter Mair and Adrienne Héritier 
About 20 students/seminar 

2009-2010 

Doctoral Seminar on Comparative  Public Policy, European University Institute 
Co-taught Adrienne Héritier 
About 15 students 

2009 

Doctoral Seminar on  “Gender in Social Sciences: From Theory to Application”, 
European University Institute 
Co-taught with Martin Kohli 
About 15 students  

2009 

Undergraduate Teaching 

Advanced Research Seminar in Political Behavior and Comparative Social 
Movements, University of Geneva 

About 20 students/seminar 

2007-2008 

Research Seminar in Methodology and Research Design, University of Geneva 

About 30 students/seminar 

2006 

Research Seminar in Comparative Social Movements, University of Geneva 

About 30 students/seminar 

2002-2005 

Lecture Seminar in Comparative Politics, University of Lausanne 

Co-taught with Bernard Voutat  

About 50 students/seminar  

2002-2003 

Supervision of students’ research 

Supervision of student B.A. theses in public policy, comparative politics and political 
behavior 
About 50 BA theses 

2002-2008 

ACADEMIC POSITIONS 

Assistant Professor in comparative public policy 

University of Ottawa 

 

Starting in 
Fall 2011 
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Lecturer in political science 

University of Geneva 

2010-2011 

Max Weber Fellow 
European University Institute 

2008-2010 

Lecturer in political science 
University of Geneva 

2007-2008 

Teaching associate in political science 
University of Geneva 

2003-2007 

Teaching associate in political science 
University of Lausanne 

2002-2003 

VISITING FELLOWSHIPS 

Visiting Fellowship at the Department of Political and Social Sciences 
European University Institute, Florence 

2009-2010 

Visiting Fellowship at the Department of Political Science 
University of Montreal 

Fall 2006 

INVITED TALKS 

2010 
“Policy Struggles on Reproduction”, Invited talk given at the University of Ottawa, Ottawa, 6 March 2010. 

2009 

“Politics and Policy Under Pressure”, Invited talk given at the University of Southampton, Southampton, 15 
December 2009. 

 “Controverses politiques et décisions : le cas de la régulation des biotechnologies”, Invited talk given at 
l’Université Libre de Bruxelles, Bruxelles, 10 December 2009. 

“Policy Struggle on Reproduction : Doctors, Women, and Christians”, Invited talk given at the University 
College Dublin, Dublin, 4 December 2009. 

 “Les différentes trajectoires du succès des mouvements féministes ”, Invited talk given at L’Ecole des Hautes 
Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris, 15 May 2009. 

“Logic and strategy for case selection”, Invited talk given at the European University Institute, Florence, 10 
February 2009. 

2006-2008 

 “Les effets du système electoral sur la representation des femmes au Parlement: La pièce Suisse du puzzle”, 
Invited talk given at the University of Lausanne, 21 May 2008. 

 “Controverses, décisions et politiques de la reproduction: Une comparaison des politiques d’avortement et de 
procréation médicalement assistée en Suisse”, Invited talk given at the University of Geneva, 24 October 2007. 

“Pour une analyse comparée des politiques de la reproduction”, Invited talk given at the University of Montreal, 
11 November 2006. 

CONFERENCE PAPERS 

2010 

“Gendering Policy Agendas: a Comparative Perspective”, prepared for delivery at the 2010 APSA Annual 
Meeting, Washington D.C., September 2010  (with Claire Annesley, Francesca Gains, Sandra Resodihardjo). 

"Breaking the Rules, Setting the Agenda, but Missing the Target: the Rise of the Swiss People's Party, prepared 
for delivery at the 2010 Annual Conference on Comparative Policy Agendas, Seattle, June 2010 (With Frédéric 
Varone, Pascal Sciarini and Roy Gava). 
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“Impact of Multiple Shopping Venus on the dynamics of Party Platforms”, prepared for delivery at the 
Workshop, “Political Parties and Comparative Policy Agendas”, University of Manchester, May 2010. 

 “The Direct Democratic Path to Policy Success: How Outsiders Groups Learn the Rules of the Game”, prepared 
for delivery at the 2010 MPSA Conference, Chicago, April 2010. 

“Comparing Economic Determinants of European Gender Equality Policy Agendas”, prepared for delivery at the 
2010 CES Conference, Montreal, April 2010  (with Claire Annesley, Francesca Gains, Sandra Resodihardjo). 
Also presented at the European University Institute, Florence, May 2010. 

 “The Two Worlds of Morality Politics”, prepared for delivery at the 2010 ECPR Joint Sessions, Münster March 
2010 (with Christoffer Green-Pedersen and Lars Thorup Larsen). 
“Governing Morality Issues in the Medical Field: Framing Strategies on Policy Design”, prepared for delivery at 
the 2010 ECPR Joint Sessions, Münster March 2010 (with Frédéric Varone). 
2009 

 “Governing Biotechnology, Why do Governments Bother?”, prepared for delivery at the 2009 APSA Annual 
Meeting, September 2009, Toronto, and at the 5th ECPR General Conference, September 2009, Potsdam (with 
Frederic Varone). 

“Le mariage à l’épreuve: entre remise en cause et préservation de l’ordre hétérosexuel”, prepared for delivery at 
the Congrès de l’Association française de science politique, Grenoble, September 2009 (with Marta Roca). 

 “Governing the field of reproduction”, prepared for delivery at the 1st ECPR Gender and Politics Conference, 
Belfast, January 20-23 2009. 

2008 

“Controversies and Reproductive Policies”, prepared for delivery at the 2008 Annual Meeting of the American 
Political Science Association, Boston MA, August 28-31 2008. 

“Le rôle contrasté des mouvements féministes dans la politisation des nouveaux défis reproductifs “, prepared 
for delivery at the workshop on new issues in gender and public policy, Sciences Po, Paris, 13-14 January 2008. 

2007 

“Système électoral et sélection des candidats“, prepared for delivery at Swiss Political Science Association 
Congress, Balsthal, 22-23 novembre 2007 (with Sarah Bütikofer) 

“Election of Women and Electoral Systems”, prepared for delivery at the 4th ECPR General Conference, Pisa, 
Italy, 6-8 September 2007 (with Sarah Bütikoker). 

“L’impact du mode de scrutin sur les chances de l’élection des femmes“, prepared for delivery at the Congrès 
International des Associations Francophones de Science Politique, 25-26 Mai 2007, Université de Laval, 
Quebec, Canada (with Sarah Bütikofer and Thanh-Huyen Ballmer-Cao). 

2005-2006 

 “La régulation des nouvelles technologies de reproduction en France ou la reproduction des rapports de genre 
dans tous ses états ? “, prepared for delivery at the Conference « Genre et politiques publiques », Associations 
Suisse de Science Politique and Association Française de Science Politique, Geneva, Switzerland, 28-29 
September 2006. 

 “Gender gap and Turnout“, prepared for delivery at the workshop « Swiss Elections 2003 », Zürich, Switzerland 
2-3 December 2005 (with Thanh-Huyen Ballmer-Cao et Marco Guigni). 

WORKSHOPS, PANELS, AND CONFERENCES 

Director 

Co-director of the workshop “The Dynamics of Morality Issues in Europe”, with 
Frédéric Varone 
ECPR 2010 Workshop Joint Sessions, Münster, April 2010 

2010 

Co-director of the workshop “Le genre et les politiques publiques: Un dialogue croisé”, 
with Pierre Muller 
French Political Science Association Conference, September 2009, Grenoble 

2009 

Co-organizer of the workshop “Towards a Theory of Capitalist Entrepreneurship” 
European University Institute, April 2009, Florence 

2009 



 7 

Co-director of the Conference « Genre et politiques publiques », with Thanh-Huyen 
Ballmer-Cao and Pierre Muller 
September 2006, University of Geneva 

2006 

Co-convenor of the research colloquium of the Department of political science 
University of Geneva 

2003-2006 

Panel Chair 

“Dynamics of Policy Agenda” 
2010 Conference on Comparative Policy Agendas, Seattle, June 2010 

2010 

Discussant 

“Gender Quotas and Policy” 
2010 APSA Annual National Conference, Washington D.C., September 2010 

2010 

“Dynamics of Policy Agenda” 
2010 Conference on Comparative Policy Agendas, Seattle, June 2010 

2010 

“Welfare State Working Group” 
European University Institute, March 2010 

2010 

“Substantive Representation: Getting to Gender Equality Policies” 
2010 MPSA Annual National Conference, Chicago, April 2010 

2010 

2009 APSA “Explaining Sex Equality Policy” 
Annual Meeting, Toronto, September 2009 

2009 

Discussant at the Ph.D. Researchers’s Colloquium, SPS Department 
European University Institute, March 2009, Florence 

2009 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES AND SERVICE 

Reviewer 

American Journal of Sociology, Western European Politics, Journal of Comparative 
Policy Analysis, Political Research Quarterly, Scandinavian Political Studies, Genre, 
Politique et Société 

2008 to date 

Professional Memberships 

American Political Science Association, Midwest Political Science Association, 
Council for European Studies, Association Française de Science Politique, Association 
Suisse de Science Politique 

 

Consulting Service 
Collaboration on the evaluation of the Federal Program on gender equality in Swiss 
Universities (2000-2007) 

2008 

Academic Commissions 

Member of the Gender Equality Commission, University of Geneva  2005-2008 

Member of the Publishing Commission of the Department of Political Science, 
University of Geneva 

2007-2008 

ADDITIONAL TRAINING IN METHODS 

39th Essex Summer School in Social Science Data Analysis, University of Essex 
Multilevel Modeling 
Causal Models and Structural Equation Modeling 

2006 

CUSO Methodological Seminars 
Networks Analysis 
Qualitative Comparative Analysis (QCA) 

2005 

37th Essex Summer School in Social Science Data Analysis, University of Essex 2004 
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Logistic Regressions 

36th Essex Summer School in Social Science Data Analysis, University of Essex 
Survey Questionnaire 

2003 

35th Essex Summer School in Social Science Data Analysis, University of Essex 
Multivariate Analysis 

2002 

SOFTWARE 

STATA, SPSS, Assorted specialized software including MLwiN, AMOS, Fs/QCA.  

LANGUAGE SKILLS 

French               Mother tongue  

English              Fluent in speaking, reading and writing  

German             Fluent in reading, Good knowledge in writing and speaking  

 


