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What this class is about
If you are interested in why some countries are democratic and others are not, why some countries are rich and others are poor, and why some countries break apart and others hold together, then this is the course for you. You will learn some basic analytical frameworks for analyzing politics in countries around the world. For students majoring in political science, this course will introduce you to some of the big ideas and issues in comparative politics and prepare you for higher level subjects. 
What you will need
Three things: 

· A course-packet that you will pick up in Eaton Hall, Room 310. Stop by on either September 5 (Wed) or September 7 (Fri) from 1:00-4:00. Please bring exactly $43.00 in cash (we won’t have change). 

· Richard J. Evans, The Coming of the Third Reich. Penguin: 2004 (Paperback)
· Scott Strauss, The Order of Genocide. Cornell University Press: 2006 (Hardback) 
Both books will be available at the bookstore in several weeks. 

All of the readings for the course are either in the packet or in the two books. 

What you will need to do
You are expected to attend all classes and participate in classroom discussions. To do so, you need to keep up with the reading, which averages around 120 pages a week. This course meets three times a week: Monday and Wednesday are lectures (with a fair amount of discussion) and the third meeting is a recitation with your teaching assistant. 
There will be two quizzes, an in-class midterm exam, a final exam, and an 8-10 page paper. The paper will not require any additional reading (it is not a research paper) and the topic will be distributed on or before November 1st. 
You will attend discussion sections with your TAs weekly. Attendance is mandatory, and your participation in section represents a significant component of your final grade. 

Final grades will be calculated as follows:

Quizzes- 10% (5% each)

Midterm- 15%

Paper- 30%

Final- 30%

Participation- 15%

Extensions on the paper will only be given in exceptional circumstances.
Important Dates
October 3—First Quiz

October 17—Midterm Exam
November 7-- Second Quiz

November 19th —Paper Due
December 15th—Final Exam
Class Schedule

The Field of Comparative Politics

September 5: What is Comparative Politics? 



Gabriel Almond et all, “Issues in Comparative Politics” 3-13
Ashutosh Varshney, “India’s Democratic Challenge,” Foreign Affairs, March/April 2007

September 10: The Comparative Method



Stephen Van Evera, “Hypotheses, Laws, and Theories” 7-30.

Core Concepts in Comparative Politics (1)

September 12: Political Cleavages 


James Madison, The Federalist No.10



Anthony Smith, The Ethnic Origins of Nations, 24-31
September 17: The Rational Actor



Mancur Olson, The Logic of Collective Action, 1-16
Anthony Downs, An Economic Theory of Democracy, 265-274.
Core Concepts in Comparative Politics (2)

September 19: Institutions 

Juan Linz, “The Perils of Presidentialism,” 108-126.
Paul A. David, “Clio and the Economics of QWERTY,” The American Economic Review 75 (2): May 1985, 332-337.
September 24: Political Culture

Edward Banfield, The Moral Basis of a Backward Society, 7-31, 85-104, 147-161.

Democracy
September 26: A Very Brief History of Democracy

Philippe Schmitter and Terry Karl, “What Democracy is…And is Not,” 39-52

Fareed Zakaria, “The Rise of Illiberal Democracy,” Foreign Affairs November/December 1997

Please note that you need to read The Coming of the Third Reich (1-308), preferably by October 9th  but certainly by the midterm. Plan accordingly!!! 
October 1: What Causes Democracy?
Barrington Moore, Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy, 413-

452

Seymour Martin Lipset, Political Man, 27-63

October 3: What Hinders Democracy?

Michael Ross, “Does Oil Hinder Democracy?” World Politics (53), 325-337, 356-357

M. Steven Fish, “Islam and Authoritarianism,” World Politics (55), 4-10, 20-37 (I encourage you to look at the rest of the article as well—Do not worry if you do not understand the statistical tables)
October 9:  Germany and the Rise of Nazism



Richard J. Evans, The Coming of the Third Reich, 1-308
October 10: Explaining the Breakdown of German Democracy

M. Rainer Lepsius, “From Fragmented Party Democracy to Government by Emergency Decree and National Socialist Takeover: Germany,” in The Breakdown of Democratic Regimes, Linz and Stepan, eds. 34-79.  
October 15: Civil Society and Social Capital


Robert Putnam, Making Democracy Work, 1-16, 163-185.

Sheri Berman, “Civil Society and the Collapse of Weimar Germany,” World Politics 49 (April 1997), 401-429
October 17: Midterm Exam
Wealth and Poverty

October 22: The Wealth of Nations
Jared Diamond, Guns, Germs and Steel, 13-32 and 405-425
October 24: Culture and Economic Development



Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, 155-163.
Francis Fukuyama, “Social Capital and the Global Economy: A Redrawn Map of the World,” Foreign Affairs September/October 1995


Myron Weiner, The Child and the State in India, 3-15
October 29: The State and Economic Growth 



Milton Friedman, Capitalism and Freedom, 22-36


Chalmers Johnson, MITI and the Japanese Miracle, 3-34
October 31: State Policies Gone Bad 


Robert Bates, Markets and States in Tropical Africa, 1-6, 81-121
November 5: State Policies Gone Worse


James Scott, Seeing Like a State, 1-8, 223-261
November 7: Is Democracy Good for Economic Growth?
Adam Przeworski and Fernando Limongi, “Political Regimes and Economic Growth,” Journal of Economic Perspectives 7,3 (Summer 1993), 51-69 



The Economist, “Democracy’s Drawbacks,” October 27, 2005



Amartya Sen, “Democracy as a Universal Value,” Journal of Democracy 10 (3), 1999, 3-17
Nationalism, Identity, and Ethnic Conflict
November 14: Theories of Nationalism



Ernest Gellner, Nationalism, 1-62.
November 19: Identity: Chosen or Given?



Reread Anthony Smith’s Ethnic Origins of Nations (from September 12th)


Russel Hardin, One for All: The Logic of Group Conflict, 46-71.

November 26: Theories of Ethnic Conflict
Barry Posen, “The Security Dilemma and Ethnic Conflict,” in Michael E. Brown, ed. Ethnic Conflict and International Security, 103-124.
Ashutosh Varshey, “Ethnic Conflict and Civil Society,” World Politics 53 (April 2001), 362-98.
November 28: Genocide (1)
Begin reading Scott Strauss, The Order of Genocide. Make sure you have finished the book by December 3rd. 
December 3: Genocide (2)


Finish reading The Order of Genocide
December 5: The United States in Comparative Perspective 
Alberto Alesina, Edward Glaeser, and Bruce Sacerdote, “Why Doesn’t the United States Have a European-Style Welfare State?” Brookings Paper on Economics Activity,  Fall 2001: 187-247.

(skip the math, look for the main ideas) 
 December 10: Conclusions
