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European Political Development

Political Science 89—Sophomore Seminar

Tufts University

Spring Semester 2008
Professor David Art

Eaton Hall 301

(617) 627-5756

Office Hours: Monday 1:30-4:00, and by appointment
What this class is about

What are the origins of the modern European state? Why did Britain and France democratize, while Germany did not? What explains the rise of Social Democracy and Fascism? How did Europe put itself back together after the Second World War? What are the most significant issues in European politics today? These are some of the big questions we will explore in this seminar. While we obviously cannot cover all these topics in depth, students will gain an appreciation for key developments in European politics over the last several centuries. We will also use Europe as a laboratory to explore some important theories and arguments in the field of comparative politics. 
What you will need
The following books are available for purchase at the bookstore (or, of course, through the usual internet sources—the numbers are ISBNs to help you order the right editions). They will also be placed on reserve at Tisch: 

Berman, Sheri, The Primacy of Politics (Cambridge University Press: 2006), 978-

0521521109
Brubaker, Rogers, Citizenship and Nationhood in France and Germany (Harvard 

University Press, 1998) 978-0674131781

Downing, Brian, The Military Revolution and Political Change (Princeton University 

Press: 1992) 978-0691024752

Mazower, Mark, Dark Continent (Vintage: 2000) 978-0679757047
Ziblatt, Daniel, Structuring the State (Princeton: 2008), 978-0691136493
All of the other readings can be found in a course packet available for purchase at Gnomen Copy. 

What you will need to do

Read. Read a lot. The readings average about 120 pages a week with significant variation between weeks. Everyone will need to have done the reading—and thought about it-- before class. A major portion of your grade (see below) is participation, and you cannot participate if you don’t read. It goes without saying that unexcused absences will detract significantly from your participation grade. Illness and bereavement constitute valid excuses for missing class. 
You will write three short papers (4-5 pages) on an assigned topic. These papers will make use of the reading for the week, and will be due before class. You may choose two of the weeks in which to turn in your paper, but everyone must turn in a paper for February 6th. 
You will also write a longer paper (10-12) pages on an assigned topic due the last day of class. This is not a research paper, but will require you to synthesize and reflect on the material from the course. 

Finally, just to make sure you are keeping up with the reading there will be a short, in-class quiz toward the middle of the semester. 

Your final grade is a product of the following components: 
Quiz: 10%
Short Papers: 45% (15% each)
Long Paper: 25%
Participation: 20%
Important Dates:
February 6: First Short Paper Due (for everyone)

March 5: In-Class Quiz
May 5: Longer Paper Due
Some Important, Miscellaneous Points 

Email is fine for setting up a time to meet outside of office hours, letting me know about an emergency, etc… But it is not a good medium for discussing ideas, asking questions, or turning in a paper. Please do make use of office hours. I am also happy to meet you outside of normal office hours if your schedule conflicts with them.
I recognize that not all of us look forward to public speaking, and that some of you may dread speaking in front of your classmates. If you fall into this category, I hope that you can use this course as a means of overcoming your fear of public speaking in a friendly, supportive classroom environment. It is an important skill for many professions, and it can be learned. If you are very shy, please let me know and we can discuss strategies for participation.
To prepare for each class, I strongly suggest that you finish the reading two days before class and spend an hour or two the day before class (or the day of class) re-reading and reflecting. Writing out questions and critiques before class is an excellent idea as well.
I recommend that you complete the readings in the order I have listed them. 
Class Schedule

January 16: Course Introduction

We will discuss the course’s themes, mechanics, and expectations. 




(No reading)

January 30: Feudalism and the Medieval State
Gianfranco Poggi, “The Feudal System of Rule,” in The Development of 
the Modern State (Stanford: 1978), 16-35.
Hendrick Spruyt, “Modes of Nonterritorial Organization,” in The 

Sovereign State and its Competitors (Princeton: 1994), 34-57.


Downing, 18-55.

February 6: State-Making
Charles Tilly, “War Making and State-Making as Organized Crime ” in 

Theda Skocpol et. al (eds) Bringing the State Back In (Cambridge: 1985), 169-191.


Spruyt, “The Economic Renaissance of the Late Middle Ages,” in 

Sovereign State, 61-76


Downing, 56-83.


Joseph Strayer, On the Medieval Origins of the Modern State, 34-56.
February 13: Political Development of Britain
Barrington Moore, Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy 

(Beacon: 1966), 3-39.


Downing, 157-186.

Eric Hobsbawm, “The Industrial Revolution,” in The Age of Revolution, 

44-73.

John Garrard, “Democratization in Britain,” in Garrard, Vera Tolz, and 

Ralph White, eds., European Democratization Since 1800 (Macmillan: 2000), 29-49.
February 20: Political Development of France


Downing, 113-139.



Alexis de Tocqueville, The Old Regime and the French Revolution, 81-

108.


Moore, 40-110.
February 27: Political Development of Germany


Downing, 84-112

Gordon Craig, The Politics of the Prussian Army (Oxford: 1955), 1-21.

David Blackbourn and Geoff Eley, The Peculiarities of German History 

(Oxford: 1984), 39-50
Ralf Dahrendorf, Society and Democracy in Germany (Doubleday: 1967), 

14-17, 33-64


Sheri Berman, “Modernization in Historical Perspective: The Case of 

Imperial Germany,” World Politics 53, 3 (April 2001): 431-62 
March 5: Citizenship and National Identity


Rogers Brubaker, Citizenship and Nationhood in France and Germany, 1-

189.


In-Class Quiz 
March 12: Late Development in Germany and Italy


Daniel Ziblatt, Structuring the State, 1-152.
March 26: Social Democracy


Sheri Berman, The Primacy of Politics, 1-65, 96-124, 152-176.
April 2: Fascism 




Mazower, Dark Continent, 3-40.


Berman, 66-95, 125-151.


Mazower, 138-181.



April 9: Postwar Europe


Mazower, Dark Continent, 286-360.


Berman, 177-199.

April 16: Building the European Union 
John McCormick, “The Evolution of the EU,” in Understanding the 
European Union (Palgrave: 1999), 56-83.
April 23: Contemporary European Politics 



Readings TBA

