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What this class is about

What was fascism? Who were the fascists? What crimes did they commit? Why did fascists come to power in some states in interwar Europe and not in others? What are the legacies of fascism? What are radical right parties, and why have they become strong in many European countries over the last two decades? These are the core questions we will address in this course. 
What you will need

The following books are available for purchase at the bookstore (or, of course, through the usual internet sources—I provide the ISBN #’s for your convenience). The rest of the readings will be posted on the Blackboard site for this course. All of the books will also be placed on reserve at Tisch. 
Eatwell, Roger-- Fascism: A History-- 9780140257007 

Art, David-- The Politics of the Nazi Past in Germany and Austria-- 978052167324 

Browning, Christopher-- Ordinary Men--978014100042 

Sheridan Allen, William--The Nazi Seizure of Power--978053105633 

Bosworth, R.J.B.-- Mussolini's Italy-- 978014303856

Shields, J.G.-- The Extreme Right in France-- 978041537200 

What you will need to do

Read. Read a lot. The readings average about 160 pages a week with significant variation between weeks. I realize that this is probably more reading than you are used to doing, but I have tried to make most of it interesting. I have reduced the number of pages for weeks in which the reading is particularly dense. 

Your final grade is a product of the following components: 

Participation: 15%
Midterms: 40% (20 percent each)
Short Paper (5 pages): 15%
Longer Paper (15 pages): 30% 

What is participation? Participation means both attending class and contributing to in-class discussions. It will be difficult to participate if you have not done the reading beforehand. Do not be dissuaded from participating because you do not have a background in this material, and feel that other students know more than you. The latter assumption is probably false. 
I recognize that not all of us look forward to public speaking, and that some of you may dread speaking in front of your classmates. If you fall into this category, I hope that you can use this course as a means of overcoming your fear of public speaking in a friendly, supportive classroom environment. It is an important skill for many professions, and it can be learned. If you are very shy, please let me know and we can discuss strategies for participation.

Important Dates: 

February 13: Short Paper Due
March 5: First Midterm
April 7: Second Midterm

May 5th: Longer Paper Due
Some Important, Miscellaneous Points 

Email is fine for setting up a time to meet outside of office hours, letting me know about an emergency, etc… But it is not a good medium for discussing ideas, asking questions, hammering out a research topic, or turning in a paper. Please do make use of office hours. I am also happy to meet you outside of normal office hours if your schedule conflicts with them.

Extensions or make-ups will only be given in exceptional circumstances. 
Given the reading load, this is a course that requires steady effort. It will be difficult to catch up should you fall too far behind. 

I suggest that you take notes on the reading as you complete the assignments. 

This course has no final exam!!!
Class Schedule
January 16: What was Fascism? (Course Introduction)

January 23: Europe in 1919 



Eatwell, 3-39
January 30: Italy in Crisis


Bosworth, 93-120
NOTE: The reading gets heavier after this week. Not a bad idea to read ahead! 
February 4: The March on Rome


Eatwell, 43-61



Bosworth, 178-214

February 6: Life Under Mussolini



Eatwell, 62-88



Bosworth, 215-276

February 11: War and Defeat



Eatwell, 89-113



Bosworth, 367-430



Recommended: Bosworth 431-530

February 13: Weimar Germany 



Eatwell, 114-140



Allen, 3-40



Short Paper Due!
February 20: The Rise of Nazism

Allen, 42-147

February 25: Hitler’s Dictatorship


Eatwell, 141-167



Browning, 1-54 (we won’t discuss this today, but I suggest you begin 

reading)
February 27: The Holocaust



Browning, 55-114 (again, this is a suggestion—you can read further)

March 3: Discussion of Browning



Entire Browning book

March 5: First Midterm


(no additional reading)

March 10: Fascism in Austria, Hungary and Romania



Eugen Weber, “Romania,” in The European Right, Hans Rogger and 

Eugen Weber, eds. (University of California: 1965), 500-574.

March 12: French Fascism and Vichy


Eatwell, 195-242



Shields, 15-51

March 24: Theories of Fascism (1)

Seymour Martin Lipset, “Working Class Authoritarianism,” in Political 

Man (Johns Hopkins: 1981), 87-126.

March 26: Theories of Fascism (2)


Gregory Luebbert, “Social Foundations of Political Order in Interwar 

Europe,” World Politics 34, no.3 (July 1987): 449-478.

March 31: Memories of Fascism (1)


Art, 49-100
April 2: Memories of Fascism (2)



Art, 101-144

April 7: Second Midterm
April 9: The Postwar Radical Right (1) 



Shields, 169-191

April 14: The Postwar Radical Right: France


Shields, 192-231

April 16: The Postwar Radical Right: Germany, Austria and Switzerland


Art, 145-195


Recommended: Eatwell, 272-300

April 23: The Postwar Radical Right: Italy


Eatwell, 245-271
April 28: Theories of the Radical Right



Reading TBA


Longer Paper Due May 5th!
