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Reading the sources and answering the questions.

Early Modern History in the archives.

Prof. Bartolomé Yun-Casalilla
Dr. Violet Soen, MWF

The historian’s work implies a crucial tension between theory, methods and historiography, on the one hand, and sources, on the other. We historians tend to research on fashionable subjects and fields, we adopt in vogue approaches, we like discussions on theory and methods. But then we need to go to the archives and museums, to deal with documents, to produce quantitative series from very rough evidence, to understand images… we all need to work with sources. 

The most positivist views of history have always put the accent on the use of historical “documents” (lato senso). That to the extent that it is not difficult to hear that sources are the (only) driving force of historical research: we research only on those subjects for which sources are abundant and even we sometimes say that we cannot carry out a particular type of research because of a lack of sources. It is also common to speak of different sources for different approaches and fields: one can not do cultural history by looking at fiscal sources; global history is impossible by only using local archives; a cadastre is only useful for economic or demographic history... 

A certain fetishism regarding sources is common among historians and some work only on those aspects of the past for which they think that sources are at hand. This leads to the problem of the tension between questions and working hypothesis, on the one side, and sources and archival availability, on the other side. Much of this fetishism with sources leads to a descriptive history, but testing hypotheses implies a huge effort to find the right historical evidence as well as to interpret it 

These are real problems, maybe the most important problems, of any historian. But is it possible to read the sources in different ways? Can we get unexpected information from them? How can we make the sources speak on the subject we desire? Is it possible to modulate their “language” in order to get from them a particular approach? How can we establish the difficult dialogue between our questions and the sources we have? How to be open to messages that they give to us and which do not fit in our questions? When, how and in which direction should we shift our questions because of the sources? The general answer is simple: we need flexibility and know-how. This is, however, a too easy and rather stupid answer. What do we do in each case? 

Know-how implies an empirical, practical and slow learning process. The aim of this seminar is to discuss all these matters in a practical way. We will present read and  discuss different “documents” to explore their possibilities (cadastres, probate inventories, distinct sorts of written texts, correspondence…). 
Course outline (provisional)
1. Introduction
Thursday 15 January 2009 (tbc according to departemental activities)
2. Reading conventional sources for alternative answers.
Thursday 22 January 2009
Igor de Sosa Mayor 

Challenges of the Archives: 

Researching early modern Spanish nobility 

Violet Soen (MWF) 

Correspondence between European Courts:

Spying or collection of information?

3. Reading Sources with a Transatlantic Approach (I)
Thursday 29 January 2009
Ida Federica Pugliese 

Dr. Robertson's private library: 
His collection and use of Spanish books to write History of America
Marcelo F. Figueroa (MWF)

On a protocol of the Spanish natural history: 
The “instrucciones” to collect natural objects during the 18th century

4. Guest lecture by prof. dr. Giovanni Levi
Thursday 5 February 2009
5. Reading (Seville) Sources with a Transatlantic Approach (II)
Thursday 12 February 2009
Amelia Almorza Hidalgo and José Luis Gasch 

Managing sources for Atlantic and Global History: 
the fond "Bienes de difuntos" and the Hispanic Empire

6. Trade and commerce sources for the history of consumption: possibilities and challenges
Thursday 19 February 2009
Irene Fattacciu 

The documents of a madrilenian grind, local or global history? 
The maestros molenderos de chocolate in the 18th century 
Manuel Pérez García

The material culture through the demand and supply side: 
the analysis of Spanish dowries and probate inventories and trade records of 'La Chambre de Commerce de Marseille (18th-century)’
7. The Archivio di Stato di Firenze. 
Thursday 26 February 2009
Visit and explanation by Francesco Martelli (Archivio di Stato di Firenze)

8. Digital resources
Thursday 5 March 2009
Serge Noiret (EUI, Library)

The archives of the Digital historians: creation, access, preservation, usages
9. Final Workshop
Friday 13th of March 2009 (see program below)

Workshop, Friday March 13th:

Villa Schifanoia, Capella
Early Modern Historians in the Archives.

Reading the Sources, Answering the Questions.

For organizational purposes: please register with violet.soen@eui.eu
9.00-9.15: B. Yun (EUI) and V. Soen ( MWF), Introduction to the workshop.
9.15-11.15: Session 1: Sources for the history of the clergy in a trans-“national” perspective.

Jaime Teixeira Gouveia, (EUI researcher) The Luso-American clergy's behaviour through sources of Inquisitorial and Ecclesiastical courts.
Hugo Silva, (EUI researcher) Blaming the earthquake: Sources to study the Portuguese cathedral chapters (17th century).
11.15-11.30: Coffee 

11.30-13.30: Session 2: Figurative sources and visual culture.

José Londoño Giraldo, (EUI researcher) Historical Cartography: Reading Maps, Drawing lines
Alessandra Becucci, (EUI researcher) Visual sources in the historical analysis: a Seventeenth century European case.

13.30-14.30: Lunch
14.30-17.30: Session 3: Sources for and in the Ibero-Italian world

Elisa Andretta (MWF), Diplomatic Sources for studying medical practices at the Spanish and Papal Courts (16th C)
Diana Carrio Invernizzi, (visiting fellow) Sources for the Spanish presence in Italy in the Seventeenth Century. 
Natalia Maillard Álvarez, (visiting fellow) Public Notary Records in Southern Spain. New Questions for Old Sources.
17.30-18.00: General comments
Guest Discussants:
Prof. José Pedro Paiva, University of Coimbra
Prof. Alessandra Lorini, University of Florence

Paola Volpini, University of Pisa.
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