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VIOLET SOEN 
 
European University Institute    + 39 055 4685 668 (work) 
Via delle Fontanelle, 10 (office 38)    violet.soen@eui.eu 
I-50014 San Domenico, Italy     ° Kortrijk (Belgium), 1981/08/14 

 
 

CURRENT POSITION AND RESEARCH 
 
2008-2009   MAX WEBER FELLOW  

European University Institute  

Mentors:    Prof. dr. A. Molho and  prof. dr. B. Yun-Casalilla. 

Project: Nobility at the Borderlands between France and the Netherlands. 
(1477-1632). 

 

EDUCATION 
 

2004-2008   PHD IN EARLY MODERN HISTORY 
Katholieke Universiteit Leuven  

Research Assistant of the Fund of Scientific Research (Flanders) 

Supervisors:    Prof. dr. J. Roegiers and prof. dr. G. Janssens 

Subject:   Rebellion and Reconciliation in the Dutch Revolt (1564-1598) 

 
2003-2004    MASTER (D.E.S) IN EUROPEAN STUDIES (summa cum laude)  

Université Catholique de Louvain 

 
1999-2003   MASTER IN EARLY MODERN HISTORY (summa cum laude)  

    Katholieke Universiteit Leuven; Universität Bielefeld (2001-02) 

 

TEACHING 
 

2008-2009 Research Seminar: History in the Archives.  

 Coteaching with prof. B. Yun-Casalilla, EUI 

2007-2008 Coordinator ‘Post Graduate Seminary’  

Department of History, K.U.Leuven. 

 

PUBLICATIONS 
BOOK 
Geen pardon zonder paus! Studie over de complementariteit van het koninklijk en pauselijk 
generaal pardon (1570-1574) en over inquisiteur-generaal Michael Baius (1560-1576) 
(Verhandelingen van de Koninklijke Vlaamse Academie van België voor Wetenschappen en 
Kunsten, nieuwe reeks 14), Brussels, 2007. [No Pardon without Pope! Study on the Royal and 
Papal ‘general pardon’ (1570-1574) and the inquisitor-general Michael Baius (1560-1576)] 
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ARTICLES 
‘Between dissent and peacemaking. Nobility at the Eve of the Dutch Revolt (1564-1567)’ 
(forthcoming in Revue belge de Philologie et d’Histoire).  
 
‘Zwagers aan het Spaanse hof, vredesgezanten in de Nederlandse Opstand. Jan van 
Noircarmes (†1585) en Karel van Tisnacq jr. (†1597)’ [Brothers-in-law at the Spanish Court, 
peace ambassadors during the Dutch Revolt] (forthcoming in Handelingen van de Koninklijke 
Zuid-Nederlandse Maatschappij). 
 

‘La réitération de pardons collectifs à des finalités politiques pendant la Révolte des Pays-Bas 
(1565-1598): un cas d’espèce dans les rapports de force aux Temps Modernes?’ [The 
Repetition of collectif political pardons during the Dutch Revolt] (forthcoming in Revue du 
Nord). 

 

‘Alexander Farnese and the Clementia Principis. A Re-assessment of his Method of Clemency 
(1578-1585)’ in K. De Jonge, H. Cools and S. Derks, Alexander Farnese and the Low 
Countries, Turnhout (forthcoming).  
 

‘Naturales del país o Espaignolizés? Agentes de la Corte como negociadores de paz durante 
la guerra de Flandes (1577-1595)’ [Agents of the Royal Court as Peacemakers in the Dutch 
Revolt]: M. Ebben, R. Fagel and R. Vermeir, Agentes y Identidades en movimiento. España y 
los Países Bajos, siglos XVI-XVIII (forthcoming, University Press of Córdoba). 
 

‘¿Más allá de la leyenda negra? Léon van der Essen y la historiografía reciente en torno al 
castigo de las ciudades rebeldes en los Países Bajos (siglos XIV a XVI)’, [Beyond the Black 
Legend? Léon van der Essen and recent historiography on the repression of rebel cities in the 
Low Countries] in: L. Van der Essen, ed. G. Janssens, El Ejército Español en Flandes 1567-
1584, Yuste, 2008. 
 

‘De troonsafstand van Karel V: Achter de schermen van een ceremonie’ [The abdication of 
Charles V: Behind the Scenes of a Ceremony], in: Keizer Karel en Eeklo. Verslag van een 
colloquium over Keizer Karel, Eeklo, 24 september 2005, Eeklo, 2006, 67-76.  
 

‘Een vredesgezant worstelt met de Pacificatie van Gent. De vreemde wendingen van de 
vredesmissie in de Nederlanden van Jan van Noircarmes, baron van Selles (1577-1580) [A 
mission of Peace by Selles; introduction and text edition]’, Bulletin de la Commission Royale 
d’Histoire 171 (2005) 135-192. 
 

‘De reconciliatie van ‘ketters’ in de zestiende-eeuwse Nederlanden (1520-1590)’ [The 
reconciliation of ‘heretics’ in the Sixteenth Century Low Countries], Trajecta, Tijdschrift voor 
de geschiedenis van het katholiek leven in de Nederlanden 14:5 (2005) 337-362.  
 

‘C’estoit comme songe et mocquerie de parler de pardon. Obstructie bij een 
pacificatiemaatregel (1566-1567)’ [Obstruction to a ‘general pardon’ at the Eve of the Dutch 
Revolt], Bijdragen en Mededelingen betreffende de Geschiedenis der Nederlanden 119:3 
(2004) 309-328.  
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‘The EU and Macau. When History motivates Political Co-operation’, G. Duchenne and M. 
Dumoulin (ed.), L’Europe et l’Asie (Actes de la Chaire Glaverbel d’études européennes V), 
Brussels, 2004, 219-240.  

 

BIOGRAPHICAL ENTRIES 
Nationaal Biografisch Woordenboek 18 (Brussels, 2007).  

Diccionario Biográfico Español (forthcoming). 

Website the Dutch Revolt (University of Leiden). 

 

BOOK REVIEWS  
for Revue d’histoire ecclésiastique and H-Net (H-German and H-HRE).  

 

ACADEMIC AWARDS 
 

BRICE ET MARY LYON PRIZE 2006 
Institution:  Royal Historical Commission/ Commission royale d’Histoire. 

Field:    Text edition and political history of the Low Countries. 

 
MGR. DE CLERCQ PRIZE 2004 
Institution:  The Royal Flemish Academy of Belgium for Science and the Arts. 

Field:   Religious history of the Low Countries. 

 

GRANTS 
 

2008-2009  Max Weber Fellowship, European University Institute 

2007/03-04  Research British Library Londen, F.W.O Vlaanderen. 

2006/09-2007/02 Research Spanish Archives, F.W.O. Vlaanderen. 

2006/05/08-12 Masterclass ‘Cities, Regional States and State Formation’  

Istituto Olandese a Roma. 

2005/02/13-19 Masterclass ‘Religion and Culture in Spain’,  

Instituto Neerlandés en Madrid. 

2003/08/18-22 Summer University ‘España y los Países Bajos: Fuentes y Cultura’, 
Fundación Complutense de Madrid. 

 

ACADEMIC SERVICE  
 

Representative Max Weber Fellows at the Steering Committee and HEC Department (2008-
09). 

Representative Junior Academic Staff in Advisory Board of the Academic Library (2006-08). 

Representative Junior Academic Staff in Board of Faculty of Arts (2005-08). 

Member of the Executive Board of the Association of Academic Staff of the K.U.Leuven 
(2007-08). 



Violet Soen  4/4 

LANGUAGE SKILLS 
 

Dutch (mother tongue), English, French, German, Spanish (proficient), Latin, ancient Greek.  

 

 

REFERENCES 
 

Prof. dr. Jan Roegiers, K.U. Leuven – jan.roegiers@arts.kuleuven.be 

Prof. dr. Gustaaf Janssens, K.U. Leuven – gustaaf.janssens@arts.kuleuven.be 

Prof. dr. Hans Cools, K.U. Leuven – hans.cools@arts.kuleuven.be 

Prof. dr. Bartolomé Yun Casalilla, EUI – bartholome.yun.casalilla@eui.eu 


